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English - Curriculum for the 9th Grade 
Main Objective
     The main objective for the 9th grade English Speakers class is to improve already existing speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills. This will be achieved through the four central domains of study: access to information, social interaction, appreciation of language, literature and culture, and presentation.  Students will engage in pre, while and post activities of various texts, with a special focus on understanding literary concepts and ideas and developing HOTS (higher order thinking skills).   
Class Instruction and Student Interaction

At the start of each class, the teacher will introduce the subject, elicit prior knowledge from students, and introduce/ review new skills and concepts. Following, students will engage in text or grammar based exercises with some guidance from the teacher. Finally, students will work individually or in groups on less controlled tasks, challenging them to draw on their own creative resources. 
Texts

The curriculum is divided into study units.  Each unit entails approximately 8-14 hours of in-class study, homework, 2-3 quizzes and one exam.  The units included are: 1. Selected chapters from the course book, High Points (ECB),  2. poetry unit on Walt Whitman and Langston Hughes,  3. a short story, The Hitchhiker by Raul Dahl, 4. novel.     
Grammar and Vocabulary
Grammar and vocabulary will be studied as integral parts of texts and not as standalones.  However, there will be unit vocabulary and grammar quizzes to check proficiency.    
Grade Evaluation
1. 10% - participation

2. 50% - class work

                 exercises and writing assignments
                 outside reading + tasks
3. 40% - exams and quizzes
Requirements
          1 .Attendance – You are expected to attend classes regularly and to avoid coming late to  

             class.  
         2. Assignments –  All assignments are to be submitted on time. Students who are absent are  

            expected to  make up the work and submit it within one week upon returning to English
            class. In-class assignments (not for grade) can be handed in in pencil. Assignments handed

            in for a grade must be written  in blue or black ink or typed.
           No red or other colored ink will be accepted.
          3.Students who are absent on the day of an exam and have a valid excuse can coordinate with 

            their teacher a make-up exam..
